University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute (UMDI-PEP)
Population Estimates Program

For Release July 10, 2008

U.S. Census Releases Sub-County-level Population Estimates for 2000 to 2007

On July 10, 2008 the U.S. Census Bureau released MCD minor civil division level (or sub-county) population estimates for the years 2000 to 2007 for Massachusetts and the U.S.  These new estimates distribute the county-level estimates produced by U.S. Census in March of this year among individual municipalities. Whereas the county-level estimates were determined by an analysis of the “components of change”, which include births and deaths, internal and international migration, and the group quarters population for each county, the MCD level estimates distribute those county-level estimates based upon housing unit formulas, using housing unit estimates along with the persons per household reported in the last Census added to the group quarters population. Highlights from the county-level estimates appear below.  For further information on the March 20, 2007 county estimates, please see our detailed report at:  http://www.massbenchmarks.org/statedata/data/pop3202008.pdf
The direct link to the U. S. Census county estimates is: http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
Highlights from the March 20, 2007 county-level estimates release are as follows:
· As shown in the 2007 Massachusetts total estimate released in December, the state experienced moderate growth in 2007 (0.24% over 2006), however it lags behind the U.S. as a whole in its growth rate.  Massachusetts has lagged in U.S. population growth by an average of 0.75% since 2001. Since the last Census in 2000, the U.S. population is estimated to have grown 7.2%, while Massachusetts has grown by 1.6%. 

· MA counties showing the largest population growth from 2006 to 2007 as a percentage of the total population, were Nantucket County at 1.53%; Middlesex at 0.45%; and Suffolk at 0.41%.  Counties showing the largest decreases were:  Barnstable County at  -0.59%; Berkshire at -0.32%; and Franklin at -0.15%.  In all counties the increase or decrease in the estimated population from 2006 to 2007 was less than 1%, except for the 1.53% increase in Nantucket County.

· The components of change (the data factors which account for these estimates), include “natural increase” (births minus deaths), net migration (internal within the U.S. plus international migration), and group quarters. In Massachusetts in general, we see that number of births remains higher than number of deaths, contributing to a moderate gain in natural increase.  

· We also see the population loss due to internal migration is declining after what appears to be a peak outflow in 2005.  The international migration, which shows people moving into our state from other countries, shows positive growth and helps to mitigate the effects of the internal migration; however the net migration – the sum of both types – still represents a loss of population for Massachusetts.   
· The group quarters numbers have been essentially unchanged since 2002.  The UMDI PEP project has been working to update these GQ numbers so that future estimates can incorporate what we believe will be an increase in the GQ population. 
· Among different counties, the increases or decreases among the components of change do vary.  For example, while for Massachusetts overall the number of people lost to other U.S. states outweighs the number of international migrants moving into our state, both Norfolk and Middlesex counties show the opposite trend. Middlesex showed a loss of 8,071 persons from internal migration out but an increase of 8,745 from international migration in; Norfolk showed 1,903 out and 2,215 in.  In the case of Barnstable County, which showed the greatest population loss, the number of deaths (2,754) outweighed the number of births (2,009), counter to the overall trend of “natural increase” in Massachusetts. 
MCD level estimates highlights:

Among the 351 individual cities and towns in Massachusetts, the U.S. Census estimated that from July 1st 2006 to July 1st 2007,  two hundred and six (206) municipalities increased in population, ten (10) were unchanged, and one-hundred thirty-five (135) decreased.  The biggest gains from 2006 to 2007, as a percentage of municipal population, were estimated in Danvers (4.12%), Hingham (3.87%), Rutland (3.85%), Groveland (2.91%), and Tyngsborough (2.77%).  Among all of these five municipalities, the number of persons gained was relatively small: 1,058 in Danvers, 835 in Hingham, and under 400 in each of the remaining towns.  The municipalities showing the greatest estimated losses were: Chelsea (-1.31%%), Erving (-1.22%), and Monroe (-1.03%). All other “losing” municipalities had losses estimated at less than 1%.  Here again, the actual numbers factoring into these percentages is small. In the case of Chelsea, the population was estimated to have decreased by 507 persons.
In the five largest cities of the Commonwealth, two show increases in the 2007 over 2006 estimates, while three show small losses.  The following table shows for Boston, Lowell, Cambridge, Worcester, and Springfield the population estimated for 2006 and 2007 and the numerical and percentile differences between these years’ estimates, along with the Massachusetts totals for these changes.  Again it should be noted that with the exception of Boston, the numerical change is relatively small in each of these cities.
	
	Est. Pop. 2006
	Est. Pop. 2007
	# Change 2006 to 2007
	% Change 2006 to 2007

	Boston
	595,698
	599,351
	3,653
	0.61%

	Lowell
	103,209
	103,512
	   303
	0.29%

	Cambridge
	101,396
	101,388
	    -8
	-0.01%

	Worcester
	174,282
	173,966
	  -316
	-0.18%

	Springfield
	150,432
	149,938
	  -494
	-0.32%

	Massachusetts
	6,434,389
	6,449,755
	15,366
	0.24%


In terms of regional differences, the counties showing the greatest number of municipalities with population loss are Barnstable, Franklin, and upper Berkshire Counties, whereas population gainers are distributed throughout Worcester county and throughout all of the counties to its east, excluding Barnstable.  In percentage terms, Nantucket County shows the greatest percentage gain of 1.53%, however this might be considered an out-lyer, as it includes just one municipality and a total population gain estimated at 159 persons.  After Nantucket, Middlesex County gains 0.45% 
(6,672 persons), Suffolk 0.41% (2,910), with Plymouth and Norfolk Counties following closely behind at 0.37% and 0.36% respectively, representing 1,814 and 2,380 persons. The only four counties estimated to have lost population are Hampden (-0.14%, -637 persons), Franklin (-0.15%, -104 persons), Berkshire (-0.32%, -421 persons), and Barnstable (-0.59%, -1,317 persons).
The tables in the following Appendix A show the numbers and percentage gains for each Massachusetts town for each year between 2000-2007 as well as the cumulative gain or loss for the period of 2000-2007. Additional tables in Appendix B show the municipalities ranked in order of highest percentage gain and loss.  Appendix C includes maps showing the distribution of percentage loss or gain around the Commonwealth, and Appendix D breaks percentage gains out by county.

For complete information about the 2007 estimates for the United States, or to learn more about the population estimates process, please go to the following U.S. Census websites. 
Sub-County Population Press Release: http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/012242.html
Sub-County Population Data Table in Excel: http://www.census.gov/popest/cities/SUB-EST2007-5.html and then look for the Excel link under Massachusetts.  

