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2008 Massachusetts Counties Characteristics Release

On May 14, 2009, the U.S. Census Bureau released its 2008 County Characteristics Estimates for Massachusetts, Puerto Rico and the United States.  These estimates break down the 2007 estimated county populations by age, gender, race, and Hispanic origin.  The official U.S. Census Release, including national highlights and all detailed tables can be found at: http://www.census.gov/PressRelease/www/releases/archives/population/012463.html
The estimates for Massachusetts follow the national trend, showing a population that is growing older and more racially and ethnically diverse.  However, Massachusetts is less racially and ethnically diverse than the U.S. as a whole.  While the minority population, defined here as Hispanic and non-white/non-Hispanic, has grown in all counties since 2000, the minority population in Massachusetts represented just 21% of the state population in 2008, as compared to 34% in the U.S. as a whole.
The Massachusetts counties with the greatest percentage of minority populations in 2008 were Suffolk (46.9%), Hampden (29.6%), and Essex (21.2%). The counties with the lowest percentage minority were Barnstable (6.7%), Franklin (7.1%), and Berkshire (7.9%). The greatest increases in percent of minority population since 2000, by percentage point gain, were seen in Norfolk, Nantucket, and Essex Counties, while Suffolk, Barnstable, and Hampshire Counties showed the least change in percentage since 2000.

The Massachusetts counties with the highest percentage of Hispanic residents in 2008 were Hampden (19%), Suffolk (18.2%), and Essex (14.6%); those with the smallest were Dukes, Barnstable, and Berkshire (1.8%, 1.8%, and 2.6%, respectively).  The overall Massachusetts population was 8.6% Hispanic in 2008, compared to 15.4% Hispanic for the U.S.
Massachusetts is also older than the U.S. as a whole, with a median age of 38.6 years in 2008, compared to a median of 36.8 in the U.S.  Counties with the highest median age include Barnstable (46.6 yrs.), Dukes (43.9 yrs.), and Berkshire (43 yrs.), while the youngest counties include Suffolk (34.2 yrs.), Hampshire (35.5 yrs.) and Hampden (37.6 yrs.).

Comparing the percentage of the Hispanic population by county to the median age by county, we see that Massachusetts follows the national trend in which a higher percentage of Hispanic population translates to a lower median age.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau release (Census Bureau Estimates Nearly Half of Children Under Age 5 are Minorities, May 14, 2009) “the Hispanic population is much younger than the population as a whole, with a median age of 27.7 years in 2008, compared with 36.8 for the total U.S. population.”  In Massachusetts, we see that the both Barnstable and Berkshire counties are among the three “oldest median age” counties in Massachusetts, and are also among the three counties with the lowest percent of Hispanic population. On the other hand, two of the three “youngest median age” counties, Hampden and Suffolk, also have the highest percentages of Hispanic populations in Massachusetts.  

The Census Bureau also noted in its release that “nearly half (47 %) of the nation’s children younger than five were a minority in 2008, with 25 % being Hispanic. For all children under 18 years, 44 % were a minority and 22% were Hispanic.”  In Massachusetts, 33% of children younger than five were a minority in 2008, with 15% being Hispanic, and among children under 18 in Massachusetts, 28% were minority, with 13% being Hispanic.

In terms of how characteristics affect population growth, it can be noted that the counties with the smallest percentage growth from 2000 to 2008, Berkshire, Barnstable, and Franklin are also those with the lowest percentages of minority populations. 

For more details on selected Massachusetts characteristics data and trends, please refer to the tables in the Appendices to this document.  You may also view the complete datasets by visiting the U.S. Census Bureau’s Estimates page at: http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html
