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Summary of U.S. Census Bureau’s 2009 Population Estimates for Massachusetts Counties 

For Release March 23, 2010
U.S. Census Releases County-level Population Estimates for 2000 to 2009
The U.S. Census Bureau released July 1st county-level population estimates for 2000 to 2009 for Massachusetts and the U.S. on March 23, 2010.  These estimates are based on the demographic “components of change,” which include births and deaths, internal and international migration, and the group quarters population for each county. To go directly to the U.S. Census estimates page, follow this link: http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/counties.html
State Total Overview
State-level estimates for Massachusetts released by the U.S. Census Bureau in December of 2009 increased the state population by 49,992 persons, or 0.76% over the previous year, to 6,593,587 persons. This marked the fourth year of consecutive increases in the Massachusetts population after the state showed losses in 2004 and 2005, and the largest percentage increase since 2001.  Massachusetts had lagged behind U.S. population growth since the 2000 Census, however more recent vintage releases show that the percentage gap has been steadily decreasing since 2004.  For more details on the state level estimates, including a comparison to both the Northeast Region and the U.S., components of change, and comparison of vintages, please refer to our December 23, 2009 release: UMass Donahue Institute Summary of U.S. Census Bureau’s 2009 Population Estimates at http://www.massbenchmarks.org/statedata/news.htm
County Population Increases and Decreases: Single Year Change
The greatest numerical increases from 2008 to 2009 were found in: Middlesex County at 17,370 persons gained; Suffolk County at 10,856; and Essex County at 5,217. In terms of percentage of change, the largest gains were in:  Suffolk County at 1.46%; Dukes County at 1.28%; and Middlesex at 1.17%. Dukes, Suffolk, and Middlesex counties had the three highest percentages of net migration in the state in 2009, which helped to boost their population growth over the past year. Suffolk and Middlesex counties also had the second and third highest percentages of natural increase from 2008 to 2009, meaning they had high numbers of births compared to deaths.  
The greatest numerical decreases were estimated in: Barnstable County at -370; Berkshire County at -283; and Franklin County at -99.  All other counties showed some net gain. The largest percentage point decreases from 2008 to 2009 were in: Berkshire County at -0.22%; Barnstable County at -0.17%; and Franklin at -0.14% due to negative natural increase in Berkshire and Barnstable counties (more deaths than births) and negative net migration in Berkshire and Franklin counties (more people moving out than in). 
County Population Increases and Decreases: 2000-2009 Cumulative Change
Since the last Census in 2000, the fastest growing counties in Massachusetts have been Nantucket County, growing by 18.26% cumulatively from 2000 to 2009; Suffolk County, growing by 9.02%; and Worcester County, growing by 6.78%.  In terms of numbers added, the largest population gains were seen in Suffolk County, which grew by 62,342 over the course of the decade; Worcester County, which grew by 51,017; and Middlesex, adding 36,072 persons. The slowest growing counties from 2000 to 2009 cumulatively were the same as in the 2008 to 2009 period, with all three showing slight losses: Berkshire, Barnstable, and Franklin counties.
The following three tables show the 2009 vintage time series of Massachusetts county-level estimates for 2000-2009, including population estimates by county and by year, numeric change from year to year, cumulative change from the 2000 estimates base, percentage changes, and rankings. Note that the estimates for 2000 to 2009 shown below incorporate the latest information available to the U.S. Census Bureau, and differ from the previous vintage estimates produced for those years.
[image: image1.emf]Estimates 

Base 

4/1/2000

July 1, 2000 July 1, 2001 July 1, 2002 July 1, 2003 July 1, 2004 July 1, 2005 July 1, 2006 July 1, 2007 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009

MA Total 6,349,119 6,363,015 6,411,730 6,440,978 6,451,637 6,451,279 6,453,031 6,466,399 6,499,275 6,543,595 6,593,587

.Barnstable County

222,234 223,245 224,928 226,893 228,038 226,728 224,877 223,351 222,246 221,521 221,151

.Berkshire County

134,953 134,787 133,723 133,101 132,672 132,052 131,268 130,494 130,219 129,571 129,288

.Bristol County

534,682 536,008 538,299 542,717 545,819 545,460 544,688 543,634 544,487 545,810 547,433

.Dukes County

14,987 15,072 15,201 15,380 15,487 15,520 15,517 15,487 15,627 15,772 15,974

.Essex County

723,421 725,379 730,782 733,096 732,303 730,901 730,256 731,174 733,066 737,365 742,582

.Franklin County

71,535 71,499 71,593 71,830 71,870 71,933 71,929 71,774 71,771 71,877 71,778

.Hampden County

456,226 456,573 457,723 460,848 463,442 464,622 465,871 466,944 467,756 469,204 471,081

.Hampshire County

152,255 152,381 152,304 153,011 153,845 153,998 154,124 154,648 155,198 155,788 156,044

.Middlesex County

1,466,396 1,468,934 1,476,773 1,473,966 1,470,427 1,467,576 1,465,156 1,467,985 1,475,519 1,487,636 1,505,006

.Nantucket County

9,520 9,574 9,742 10,076 10,305 10,536 10,608 10,803 11,060 11,272 11,322

.Norfolk County

650,306 651,227 653,482 654,144 652,781 652,283 650,996 652,750 656,122 661,359 666,303

.Plymouth County

472,822 474,414 478,981 483,209 485,444 486,640 488,267 489,241 491,361 494,353 498,344

.Suffolk County

689,809 691,238 705,348 711,464 711,144 710,282 712,228 715,799 728,819 742,724 753,580

.Worcester County

749,973 752,684 762,851 771,243 778,060 782,748 787,246 792,315 796,024 799,343 803,701

Note: The April 1, 2000 estimates base reflects changes to the Census 2000 population resulting from legal boundary updates, other geographic program changes, and 

Count Question Resolution actions. All geographic boundaries for the 2009 population estimates series are defined as of January 1, 2009.

Table 1: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for MA Counties: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009.  Source: County population, population change and estimated 

components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau, release date March 23, 2010.

Table 1: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for MA Counties: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009

County

Population Estimates



[image: image2.emf]County

July 1, 2000 

to July 1, 

2001 July 1, 2002 July 1, 2003 July 1, 2004 July 1, 2005 July 1, 2006 July 1, 2007 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009

Rank of 

Change: 2008 

to 2009

Cumulative 

Change: 2000 

to 2009

Rank of 

Change: 2000 

to 2009

MA Total 48,715 29,248 10,659 (358) 1,752 13,368 32,876 44,320 49,992 230,572

Barnstable  1,683 1,965 1,145 (1,310) (1,851) (1,526) (1,105) (725) (370) 14 (2,094) 13

Berkshire  (1,064) (622) (429) (620) (784) (774) (275) (648) (283) 13 (5,499) 14

Bristol  2,291 4,418 3,102 (359) (772) (1,054) 853 1,323 1,623 8 11,425 8

Dukes  129 179 107 33 (3) (30) 140 145 202 10 902 11

Essex  5,403 2,314 (793) (1,402) (645) 918 1,892 4,299 5,217 3 17,203 5

Franklin  94 237 40 63 (4) (155) (3) 106 (99) 12 279 12

Hampden  1,150 3,125 2,594 1,180 1,249 1,073 812 1,448 1,877 7 14,508 7

Hampshire  (77) 707 834 153 126 524 550 590 256 9 3,663 9

Middlesex  7,839 (2,807) (3,539) (2,851) (2,420) 2,829 7,534 12,117 17,370 1 36,072 3

Nantucket  168 334 229 231 72 195 257 212 50 11 1,748 10

Norfolk  2,255 662 (1,363) (498) (1,287) 1,754 3,372 5,237 4,944 4 15,076 6

Plymouth  4,567 4,228 2,235 1,196 1,627 974 2,120 2,992 3,991 6 23,930 4

Suffolk  14,110 6,116 (320) (862) 1,946 3,571 13,020 13,905 10,856 2 62,342 1

Worcester  10,167 8,392 6,817 4,688 4,498 5,069 3,709 3,319 4,358 5 51,017 2

County

July 1, 2000 

to July 1, 

2001 July 1, 2002 July 1, 2003 July 1, 2004 July 1, 2005 July 1, 2006 July 1, 2007 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009

Rank of 

Change: 2008 

to 2009

Cumulative 

Change: 2000 

to 2009

Rank of 

Change: 2000 

to 2009

MA Total 0.77% 0.46% 0.17% -0.01% 0.03% 0.21% 0.51% 0.68% 0.76% 3.62%

Barnstable  0.75% 0.87% 0.50% -0.57% -0.82% -0.68% -0.49% -0.33% -0.17% 13 -0.94% 13

Berkshire  -0.79% -0.47% -0.32% -0.47% -0.59% -0.59% -0.21% -0.50% -0.22% 14 -4.08% 14

Bristol  0.43% 0.82% 0.57% -0.07% -0.14% -0.19% 0.16% 0.24% 0.30% 10 2.13% 11

Dukes  0.86% 1.18% 0.70% 0.21% -0.02% -0.19% 0.90% 0.93% 1.28% 2 5.98% 4

Essex  0.74% 0.32% -0.11% -0.19% -0.09% 0.13% 0.26% 0.59% 0.71% 6 2.37% 9

Franklin  0.13% 0.33% 0.06% 0.09% -0.01% -0.22% 0.00% 0.15% -0.14% 12 0.39% 12

Hampden  0.25% 0.68% 0.56% 0.25% 0.27% 0.23% 0.17% 0.31% 0.40% 9 3.18% 6

Hampshire  -0.05% 0.46% 0.55% 0.10% 0.08% 0.34% 0.36% 0.38% 0.16% 11 2.40% 8

Middlesex  0.53% -0.19% -0.24% -0.19% -0.16% 0.19% 0.51% 0.82% 1.17% 3 2.46% 7

Nantucket  1.75% 3.43% 2.27% 2.24% 0.68% 1.84% 2.38% 1.92% 0.44% 8 18.26% 1

Norfolk  0.35% 0.10% -0.21% -0.08% -0.20% 0.27% 0.52% 0.80% 0.75% 5 2.32% 10

Plymouth  0.96% 0.88% 0.46% 0.25% 0.33% 0.20% 0.43% 0.61% 0.81% 4 5.04% 5

Suffolk  2.04% 0.87% -0.04% -0.12% 0.27% 0.50% 1.82% 1.91% 1.46% 1 9.02% 2

Worcester  1.35% 1.10% 0.88% 0.60% 0.57% 0.64% 0.47% 0.42% 0.55% 7 6.78% 3

Table 3: Percentage Change From Previous Year, Percentage Change from 2000 to 2009 Cumulative, and Rank Percentage Change. UMass Donahue Institute. Source: County population, 

population change and estimated components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau, release date March 23, 2010.

Note: The April 1, 2000 estimates base reflects changes to the Census 2000 population resulting from legal boundary updates, other geographic program changes, and Count Question Resolution 

actions. All geographic boundaries for the 2009 population estimates series are defined as of January 1, 2009.

Note: The April 1, 2000 estimates base reflects changes to the Census 2000 population resulting from legal boundary updates, other geographic program changes, and Count Question Resolution 

actions. All geographic boundaries for the 2009 population estimates series are defined as of January 1, 2009.

Table 2: Numeric Change From Previous Year, Numeric Change from 2000 to 2009 Cumulative, and Rank Numeric Change

Table 2: Numeric Change From Previous Year, Numeric Change from 2000 to 2009 Cumulative, and Rank Numeric Change: UMass Donahue Institute. Source: County population, population 

change and estimated components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau, release date March 23, 2010.

Table 3: Percentage Change From Previous Year, Percentage Change from 2000 to 2009 Cumulative, and Rank Percentage Change


Components of Change 
As described earlier, county level estimates are produced by the U.S. Census Bureau using the latest data available for the various components of change, which include births and deaths, domestic (within the United States) and international migration, and the group quarters (GQ) population for each county.  The following section describes changes in the Massachusetts county-level population estimates within these individual components, and compares these components at a county level.

Natural Increase
Natural increase is the net increase after births and deaths are added together. The following chart shows, for each county, the number of births, deaths, and the resulting natural net increase for 2009.

[image: image3.emf]Births, Deaths, and Natural Increase by County, 2009

-15,000

-10,000

-5,000

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

Barnstable Berkshire Bristol Dukes Essex  Franklin Hampden Hampshire Middlesex Nantucket

Norfolk

Plymouth 

Suffolk

Worcester 

UMass Donahue Institute. Source: County population, population change and estimated components of population 

change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau. Release 

date, March 23, 2010. 

Births Deaths Natural Increase


The following Tables 4, 5, and 6 show the actual numbers of births and deaths by county and year as well as the resulting net natural increase.  A column in each table shows the 2009 component as a percentage of the estimated 2009 population for that county, and the last column ranks the counties by these percentages. Counties are sorted in each table by rank number.
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2009 Births 

as % of 

Population Rank

Nantucket County 32 146 136 137 163 151 151 157 177 165 1.46% 1

Suffolk County 2,318 9,713 9,713 9,365 9,278 9,262 9,301 9,455 9,644 9,661 1.28% 2

Hampden County 1,445 5,747 5,759 5,768 5,745 5,682 5,780 5,771 5,871 5,919 1.26% 3

Essex County 2,480 9,630 9,577 9,598 9,490 9,178 9,027 9,122 9,011 9,032 1.22% 4

Worcester County 2,517 10,182 10,070 10,053 10,070 9,821 9,858 9,902 9,681 9,768 1.22% 5

Plymouth County 1,642 6,412 6,423 6,424 6,321 6,092 5,903 5,902 5,800 5,949 1.19% 6

Bristol County 1,758 6,685 6,651 6,646 6,676 6,618 6,625 6,373 6,366 6,504 1.19% 7

Middlesex County 5,062 19,189 18,791 18,537 18,217 17,706 17,798 17,978 17,606 17,115 1.14% 8

Norfolk County 2,217 8,522 8,222 8,322 8,222 7,765 7,684 7,659 7,548 7,515 1.13% 9

Berkshire County 302 1,202 1,240 1,264 1,297 1,237 1,283 1,231 1,279 1,307 1.01% 10

Dukes County 38 129 152 167 159 164 166 212 166 160 1.00% 11

Franklin County 157 711 668 691 679 664 671 692 698 696 0.97% 12

Barnstable County 509 2,023 1,995 2,000 1,940 1,976 1,931 1,938 1,956 1,921 0.87% 13

Hampshire County 308 1,326 1,267 1,323 1,255 1,182 1,234 1,291 1,211 1,256 0.80% 14

County 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

2009 Deaths 

as % of 

Population Rank

Barnstable County 673 2,744 2,756 2,786 2,867 2,707 2,696 2,676 2,759 2,803 1.27% 1

Berkshire County 352 1,622 1,570 1,583 1,546 1,558 1,490 1,442 1,527 1,500 1.16% 2

Dukes County 31 118 110 144 145 126 132 138 121 149 0.93% 3

Hampden County 1,061 4,659 4,608 4,515 4,671 4,457 4,541 4,366 4,379 4,358 0.93% 4

Bristol County 1,175 5,297 5,172 5,157 5,289 4,888 4,934 4,810 4,851 4,986 0.91% 5

Franklin County 158 660 624 625 648 640 666 613 661 636 0.89% 6

Essex County 1,489 6,643 6,586 6,550 6,601 6,339 6,207 6,264 6,292 6,305 0.85% 7

Worcester County 1,562 6,861 6,863 6,817 6,708 6,856 6,646 6,491 6,618 6,648 0.83% 8

Plymouth County 893 4,108 4,088 4,079 4,163 4,057 4,021 3,952 3,867 4,105 0.82% 9

Norfolk County 1,369 5,800 5,817 5,797 5,562 5,609 5,494 5,339 5,440 5,463 0.82% 10

Hampshire County 305 1,240 1,165 1,192 1,208 1,132 1,218 1,217 1,218 1,192 0.76% 11

Middlesex County 2,725 11,857 11,712 11,424 11,325 11,069 10,931 10,920 10,719 11,083 0.74% 12

Suffolk County 1,293 5,570 5,487 5,468 5,179 5,205 4,780 4,841 4,966 5,179 0.69% 13

Nantucket County 13 55 67 64 58 77 68 47 59 74 0.65% 14

County 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

2009 Natural 

Increase as 

% of 

Population Rank

Nantucket County 19 91 69 73 105 74 83 110 118 91 0.80% 1

Suffolk County 1,025 4,143 4,226 3,897 4,099 4,057 4,521 4,614 4,678 4,482 0.59% 2

Middlesex County 2,337 7,332 7,079 7,113 6,892 6,637 6,867 7,058 6,887 6,032 0.40% 3

Worcester County 955 3,321 3,207 3,236 3,362 2,965 3,212 3,411 3,063 3,120 0.39% 4

Plymouth County 749 2,304 2,335 2,345 2,158 2,035 1,882 1,950 1,933 1,844 0.37% 5

Essex County 991 2,987 2,991 3,048 2,889 2,839 2,820 2,858 2,719 2,727 0.37% 6

Hampden County 384 1,088 1,151 1,253 1,074 1,225 1,239 1,405 1,492 1,561 0.33% 7

Norfolk County 848 2,722 2,405 2,525 2,660 2,156 2,190 2,320 2,108 2,052 0.31% 8

Bristol County 583 1,388 1,479 1,489 1,387 1,730 1,691 1,563 1,515 1,518 0.28% 9

Franklin County -1 51 44 66 31 24 5 79 37 60 0.08% 10

Dukes County 7 11 42 23 14 38 34 74 45 11 0.07% 11

Hampshire County 3 86 102 131 47 50 16 74 -7 64 0.04% 12

Berkshire County -50 -420 -330 -319 -249 -321 -207 -211 -248 -193 -0.15% 13

Barnstable County -164 -721 -761 -786 -927 -731 -765 -738 -803 -882 -0.40% 14

Table 4: Births by County, 2000 to 2009

Table 5: Deaths by County, 2000 to 2009

Table 6: Net Natural Increase by County, 2000 to 2009

Table 4, 5, 6: UMass Donahue Institute. Source: County population, population change and estimated components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-

alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau, release date March 23, 2010.


Migration

In the estimates process, the migration component refers to the number of people moving in and out of a county.  International migration measures the number moving to or from places outside of the U.S.  These numbers are estimates produced by the U.S. Census Bureau by looking at records from the Department of Homeland Security and other sources.  Domestic migration, sometimes called internal migration, measures movement from one county to another within the United States.  The sum of these two types of migration equals the net migration. The following chart shows, for each Massachusetts county, the international, internal, and net migration for 2009.
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International Domestic Net Migration


The following Tables 7, 8, and 9 show the international, domestic, and net migration totals by county and by year. A column in each table shows the 2009 component as a percentage of the estimated 2009 population for that county, and the last column ranks the counties by these percentages.  Counties are sorted in each table by rank number.
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2009 

Internationa

l Migration 

as % of 

Population Rank

Suffolk County 2,130 8,352 8,035 7,173 6,650 7,138 7,329 6,662 6,498 6,522 0.87% 1

Middlesex County 2,367 10,059 9,540 8,344 7,974 8,392 8,583 7,745 7,568 7,585 0.50% 2

Nantucket County 13 56 48 37 56 52 58 47 47 46 0.41% 3

Hampden County 396 1,301 1,236 1,087 1,110 1,116 1,688 1,434 1,565 1,562 0.33% 4

Essex County 797 2,800 2,699 2,406 2,259 2,413 2,689 2,385 2,396 2,397 0.32% 5

Worcester County 746 2,690 2,573 2,275 2,199 2,308 2,654 2,370 2,378 2,369 0.29% 6

Dukes County 8 66 63 55 50 51 50 51 46 47 0.29% 7

Norfolk County 716 2,554 2,413 2,103 1,960 2,072 2,082 1,879 1,810 1,816 0.27% 8

Hampshire County 90 376 369 326 333 343 380 347 343 343 0.22% 9

Franklin County 32 142 134 112 112 106 117 107 104 105 0.15% 10

Barnstable County 125 424 351 220 397 335 383 312 315 299 0.14% 11

Plymouth County 308 903 840 722 720 741 768 676 659 650 0.13% 12

Bristol County 230 754 691 577 577 586 775 645 669 657 0.12% 13

Berkshire County 30 158 147 132 125 133 135 121 118 120 0.09% 14

County 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

2009 

Domestic 

Migration as 

% of 

Population Rank

Dukes County 72 67 88 50 (18) (76) (104) 15 53 128 0.80% 1

Middlesex County (2,241) (9,957) (19,932) (19,600) (17,996) (18,171) (12,509) (7,007) 801 4,159 0.28% 2

Plymouth County 518 1,819 1,545 (67) (1,274) (684) (1,395) (451) 404 1,301 0.26% 3

Norfolk County (687) (2,377) (3,567) (5,288) (4,517) (4,911) (2,030) (651) 1,440 1,255 0.19% 4

Barnstable County 1,087 2,165 2,518 1,905 (598) (1,223) (961) (622) (194) 265 0.12% 5

Essex County 110 360 (2,696) (5,465) (5,845) (5,130) (4,041) (3,275) (712) 149 0.02% 6

Suffolk County (1,729) (6,964) (13,241) (18,973) (17,989) (17,947) (13,248) (7,259) (4,832) (32) 0.00% 7

Bristol County 473 687 2,712 1,751 (1,877) (2,529) (3,102) (1,260) (810) (564) -0.10% 8

Hampshire County 34 (385) 391 593 (111) (118) 229 150 266 (190) -0.12% 9

Worcester County 969 2,824 1,622 657 (2,201) (1,836) (1,869) (3,156) (3,278) (1,107) -0.14% 10

Berkshire County (152) (673) (315) (38) (386) (454) (603) (152) (514) (183) -0.14% 11

Hampden County (451) (2,168) 80 (192) (1,857) (1,821) (2,565) (2,753) (2,369) (1,205) -0.26% 12

Franklin County (70) (24) 129 (25) (27) (59) (231) (182) (26) (269) -0.37% 13

Nantucket County 21 (51) 155 60 1 (118) (16) 28 47 (93) -0.82% 14

County 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

2009 Net 

Migration as 

% of 

Population Rank

Dukes County 80 133 151 105 32 (25) (54) 66 99 175 1.10% 1

Suffolk County 401 1,388 (5,206) (11,800) (11,339) (10,809) (5,919) (597) 1,666 6,490 0.86% 2

Middlesex County 126 102 (10,392) (11,256) (10,022) (9,779) (3,926) 738 8,369 11,744 0.78% 3

Norfolk County 29 177 (1,154) (3,185) (2,557) (2,839) 52 1,228 3,250 3,071 0.46% 4

Plymouth County 826 2,722 2,385 655 (554) 57 (627) 225 1,063 1,951 0.39% 5

Essex County 907 3,160 3 (3,059) (3,586) (2,717) (1,352) (890) 1,684 2,546 0.34% 6

Barnstable County 1,212 2,589 2,869 2,125 (201) (888) (578) (310) 121 564 0.26% 7

Worcester County 1,715 5,514 4,195 2,932 (2) 472 785 (786) (900) 1,262 0.16% 8

Hampshire County 124 (9) 760 919 222 225 609 497 609 153 0.10% 9

Hampden County (55) (867) 1,316 895 (747) (705) (877) (1,319) (804) 357 0.08% 10

Bristol County 703 1,441 3,403 2,328 (1,300) (1,943) (2,327) (615) (141) 93 0.02% 11

Berkshire County (122) (515) (168) 94 (261) (321) (468) (31) (396) (63) -0.05% 12

Franklin County (38) 118 263 87 85 47 (114) (75) 78 (164) -0.23% 13

Nantucket County 34 5 203 97 57 (66) 42 75 94 (47) -0.42% 14

Table 7: International Migration by County, 2000 to 2009

Table 8: Domestic Migration by County, 2000 to 2009

Table 9: Net Migration by County, 2000 to 2009

Table 7, 8, 9: UMass Donahue Institute. Source: County population, population change and estimated components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-

alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau, release date March 23, 2010.


Group Quarters
The final component used in estimates production is the group quarters (GQ) population.  In 2007, Massachusetts updated its GQ population counts with the U.S. Census Bureau for the first time since 2002.  This new data provided the basis for successful population challenges in 16 Massachusetts municipalities, which resulted in the upward revision of their official 2007 population estimates. Updates to this data in 2008 were used in combination with housing unit data to support 6 additional challenges to the official 2008 estimates.  For a complete list of challenge results, follow the link below to the U.S. Census’ Estimates Division page: http://www.census.gov/popest/archives/challenges.html
Table 10 below shows the group quarters population by county and by year, the cumulative numeric and percentage point changes in the group quarters population by county from 2000 to 2009, and the group quarters population in 2009 as a percentage of the estimated population in 2009.
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Base 

4/1/2000

July 1, 2000 July 1, 2001 July 1, 2002 July 1, 2003 July 1, 2004 July 1, 2005 July 1, 2006 July 1, 2007 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009

Cumulative 

Change 2000-

2009

% change 

2000-2009

GQ pop as % of 

County pop 2009

MA Total 221,216 221,669 221,431 225,715 229,322 233,033 237,130 241,853 245,740 247,624 247,549 26,333 11.9% 3.8%

Barnstable County 5,677 5,677 5,498 5,559 5,669 5,661 5,746 5,894 6,015 5,981 5,989 312 5.5% 2.7%

Berkshire County 6,132 6,132 6,222 6,365 6,431 6,523 6,578 6,586 6,777 6,752 6,736 604 9.8% 5.2%

Bristol County 13,674 13,635 12,993 13,509 14,597 14,453 15,257 15,303 15,821 16,094 16,114 2,440 17.8% 2.9%

Dukes County 193 193 189 182 194 179 192 182 186 187 187 -6 -3.1% 1.2%

Essex County 16,889 16,891 16,803 16,945 17,134 17,587 17,822 18,066 18,393 18,460 18,453 1,564 9.3% 2.5%

Franklin County 1,406 1,406 1,388 1,409 1,402 1,416 1,424 1,425 1,520 1,539 1,546 140 10.0% 2.2%

Hampden County 14,429 14,429 14,087 14,577 14,984 15,254 15,933 16,714 17,150 17,257 17,240 2,811 19.5% 3.7%

Hampshire County 18,245 18,244 18,325 18,239 18,340 18,600 18,958 19,302 19,620 19,840 19,848 1,603 8.8% 12.7%

Middlesex County 53,888 53,847 54,938 55,724 55,590 56,019 56,735 58,205 58,409 59,420 59,357 5,469 10.1% 3.9%

Nantucket County 760 760 758 759 760 759 756 761 761 750 750 -10 -1.3% 6.6%

Norfolk County 17,432 17,420 17,163 17,538 17,699 17,729 18,171 18,689 19,077 18,976 18,986 1,554 8.9% 2.8%

Plymouth County 11,724 11,724 12,177 12,149 12,175 12,098 12,221 12,406 12,824 12,835 12,829 1,105 9.4% 2.6%

Suffolk County 36,593 37,138 37,144 38,615 39,472 41,228 41,514 41,930 42,633 43,007 42,980 6,387 17.5% 5.7%

Worcester County 24,174 24,173 23,746 24,145 24,875 25,527 25,823 26,390 26,554 26,526 26,534 2,360 9.8% 3.3%

Table 10: Annual Estimates of the Group Quarters Population for Counties of Massachusetts: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009. UMass Donahue Institute. Source: County population, population change and estimated 

components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009 (CO-EST2009-alldata). Population Division, US Census Bureau, release date March 23, 2010.

Table 10: Annual Estimates of the Group Quarters Population for MA Counties: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009

Population Estimates

Note: The April 1, 2000 estimates base reflects changes to the Census 2000 population resulting from legal boundary updates, other geographic program changes, and Count Question Resolution actions. All 

geographic boundaries for the 2009 population estimates series are defined as of January 1, 2009.
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